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spcctivcly at the Rumanian Court. These two men, who were
later to be the leading Ministers of the two Allied Central
European Powers, were thrown together by several years'
work iii a relatively small capital where there were few dis-
tractions and no social variety, and so there sprang up
between them a mutual confidence which was to endure
during the period of their power at the turn of the century.
In Bucharest; Billow was in constant touch with the politicians
of the Conservative party, and also with the Juaimists and
Liberals. His closest personal friend was the Junimist leader,
Peter Carp, Minister under Catargiu, in close touch with
Central and Western Europe, and especially responsive to
German example and German culture.
Bulow also met not infrequently Demctcr Sturdza, the
Liberal leader, the disciple and successor of Jon Bratianu.
Carp and Sturdza, though brothers-in-law, were political
opponents, The one a charming intellectual acquainted with
the best literature of Germany, the other a blunt realist
belonging to the school of German historical research;
both, severally and together, gladly availed themselves of the
German Ambassador's deep learning. King Carol, too, who
on the strength of his long reign and his views as set down
in the memoirs of an eyewitness, is accepted as an earnest.
and versatile ruler, taught Billow not a little and also learned
much from him,
At Bucharest Ftau von Billow, too, found scope for her
talents. Queen Elizabeth, better known perhaps as Carmen
Sylva, an authoress whose work has real merit, discovered
in the company of the artistically gifted wife of the German
Ambassador a fairer and more worthy milieu than could be
offered by the temperamental women of Wallachian and
Moldavian society with their Paris veneer*